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Asymmetric Polarization
Regional vs. Ideological Change
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Senate Polarization
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Diversification of Elected Democrats
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Policy Change & the Conservative Dilemma
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Most Major Laws Bipartisan

Public: Generally Conservative, Specifically Liberal
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More Democrats but More Conservatives
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Asymmetric Politics: 
Ideological Republicans 
and Group Interest 
Democrats

Matt Grossmann 
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Two Different Parties
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Democrats: “promote big government, secularism, 
elitism, and collectivism.” 

Republicans: “push for cutting the size of government.”

Democrats: “party of the common man;”

Republicans: “for rich, mainly white older folks, quite 
judgmental, unconcerned for their fellow Americans.”

How Democrats and Republicans Think

What Democratic Activists Say: What Republican Activists Say:
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Conservative Republicans, Mixed Democrats
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Preferring Principles vs. Compromise
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International Ideological Standards
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International Ideological Standards
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International Group Tie Standards
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Fear of Big Government

Reinforcement of Party Asymmetry

Different 
Campaign 
Messages

Different 
Electorates

Different Public 
Reputations

Different 
Governing 
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Information 
Sources

Different 
Policymaking 
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Nomination Speeches Since 1948
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Conservative Media Success
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Republicans Only Trust Conservative Media
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Ideological Congressional Primary Challengers
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Themes in Congressional Advertising
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Policy Consequences: Devolution

Employment in Thousands
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Policy Consequences: Hollowing Out
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Does 2016 Change Everything?
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Other Asymmetric Contests: Downsian?

32

Donald Trump: Moderate?
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Odd Clinton Campaign
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Changing Class Politics?
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Shifting Areas

Vote & Acceptance of Social Change
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Presidential Vote by Racial Attitudes
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Congressional Polarization by Issue
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Conservative Trump Administration

40

Trump Agenda and Public Response



15.05.2017

21

41

Trump 
Unpopularity

Partisan Elections and Partisan Change
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Change in Unmatched Parties

• Symbolic conservative base vs. coalition of loyal minorities

• Majorities with broad principles vs. many specific programs

• Ideological media vs. diverse sources & trusted mainstream

• Purist symbolic campaigns vs. demographic group alignment

• Battle over scope of government vs. programs for problems

• Perpetual unmet promises vs. expanding agenda & priorities

• Broad move to the right vs. changing constituency politics


